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Will peace in the Middle East
progress with the Trump
administration?

By lkuzo Kobayashi, President of Salaam Association
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President Trump is reportedly scheduled to
visit the Middle East in mid-May. President Trump’s
first overseas travel was a visit to the Middle East,
and his visit there this time will be eight years after
his first official visit to the region. Judging from the
fact that he planned to visit the Middle East after mak-
ing adequate progress toward the end of the war in
Ukraine, it can be assumed that he is highly commit-
ted to peace in the Middle East.

The Gaza War, which began with a large-scale
terrorist attack by Hamas, is now a year and a half
old, and from the perspective of the “war on terror,”
Israel is on the verge of victory. The Trump adminis-
tration is expected to take a stand to declare an end
to the war on terror and come up with a bold plan to
build peace in the Middle East.

1. Why was there no declaration of an
end to the ‘War on Terror’?

1) The ‘War on Terror’ was declared by President Bush
(then) immediately after the September 11, 2001 terror-
ist attacks in the United States.

Recognizing that an emergency situation that could
endanger a country could occur anywhere in the world,
the UN Security Council unanimously passed UN Reso-
lution 1368. In its preamble, the resolution “recognized
the right of individual and collective self-defense. “ Un-
der this resolution, NATO invoked its right of collective
self-defense for the first time since its founding, and the
U.S. Congress “authorized the use of all necessary and
appropriate force. “
Measures Law.

Specifically, the U.S., U.K., France, and others
exercised “Operation Enduring Freedom,” while Japan
transported supplies and conducted “Indian Ocean refu-
eling operations. “

Japan enacted the Terrorism Special

(2) The U.S. identified al-Qaeda, an Islamic militant orga-
nization, as the mastermind of the attacks and demand-
ed that the Taliban regime in Afghanistan, its stronghold,
extradite Osama bin Laden. However, the Taliban regime
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Bin Laden’ s hideout identified by the Central Intelligence Agency
(from Wikipedia)
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refused, leading to the Afghan war. With the cooperation
of the Afghan Northern Alliance and the Pakistani regime,
the Taliban regime collapsed within two months and Ka-
bul was overrun. However, Osama Bin Laden could not
be captured.

(3) Later, while Afghanistan continued to be in a state
of civil war with the Taliban, a transitional government
was formed and Chairman Hamid Karzai assumed office.
A new constitution was issued in January, 2004, Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan was established and President
Karzai was elected in November.

In May 2011, U.S. Special Forces raided and killed
Bin Laden at his hideout 60 km northeast of Islamabad,
the capital of Pakistan.

At the time, Afghanistan was under the presiden-
cy of President Karzai, but the Taliban still retained con-
siderable power as an insurgent group, and the country
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was in a state of potential civil war. In addition, al-Qaeda
forces were still in place in the Khorasan region of Iran,
west of Afghanistan.

(4) Meanwhile, the U.S. and British forces launched a war
against the Hussein regime in Iraq, which was suspected
of possessing weapons of mass destruction and was the
hideout of Al-Qaeda, as a “war on terror. “ The Husse-
in regime collapsed in 40 days. Neither the fact that the
Hussein regime was hiding Bin Laden nor any documents
proving its relationship with Al-Qaeda were discovered,
nor were any WMD found.

After the Iraq War, the ruling authority of Iraq was
transferred to a civilian government in 2006, but Prime
Minister Maliki, a Shiite, was unable to calm the insurgen-
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Demonstrators marching for the ouster of the Egyptian president during the
first mass demonstration on January 25,2011 (Wikipedia).
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cy in Iraq, and the country remained unstable. Moreover,
immediately after Maliki came to power, Iraqi al-Qaeda
began a strong anti-U.S. and anti-Maliki movement. This
group changed its name to the Islamic State of Iraq after
receiving news of the killing of Bin Laden.

Based on the above situation, it is clear that the
“war on terror” with al-Qaeda could not be ended.

2. Arab Spring and ISIS “Islamic State”

(1) In December 2010, a young Tunisian man burned him-
self to death in protest against the government. This in-
formation spread quickly on the Internet, and massive
protests against the regimes considered to be a long-term
dictatorship in the Middle East, quickly spread like wild-
fire to Algeria, Libya, Egypt, Iraq, and Syria.

After the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the Islamic Repub-
lic of Afghanistan remained in a state of quasi-civil war
and its democratic politics based on Islam was unstable.
In Iraq, a Shiite Maliki government was established af-
ter the war ended, but the country’s internal politics re-
mained unstable. Thus, the pressure for democratization
in Muslim countries around the world was increasing.
Under these circumstances, large-scale anti-government
protests aimed at overthrowing long-term dictatorships
were dubbed the “Arab Spring” in reference to the “Prague
Spring” of the past.

The Prague Spring of 1968 was an anti-government
movement that sought freedom and democracy based on
Christianity and liberation from the rigid oppression of
the Soviet communist regime. In contrast, the anti-gov-
ernment movement against the long-term dictatorship
that began in Tunisia appeared to be a democratic move-
ment for an Islam-based republican government against
the evil of the long-term regime considered to be dicta-
torship. However, the Muslim Brotherhood, which led
the protests, is a group that wages jihad (holy war) on the
grounds that the nation-state brought about by Western
culture is a secular state that is incompatible with an Is-
lamist state rooted in Islam. The Muslim Brotherhood is
a group that is the target of jihad (holy war) because it
believes that the nation-state brought about by Western
culture is a secular state incompatible with the Islamist
state rooted in Islam. When its radical and militant na-
ture becomes extreme and justifies the use of force and
armed terrorism, it crosses over the basic Islamic tenet
and turns into an extremist, jihadist group that is deviat-
ed from Quran. The assassin who killed President Sadat
during a review of the military parade commemorating
the victory of the war against Israel on October 6, 1981
was a member of the Jihadist Group, a radical, extremist
faction of the Muslim Brotherhood.

In February 2011, the mass demonstrations dubbed
the Arab Spring forced Egyptian President Mubarak to re-




ZHYS—-L

Salaam Quarterly Bulletin

JedN— NEFEHE, P FEREF L 25, 1981410 A 6 H.
A4 2 F TV QPR EH ORMETH & b K% B
LA A R Y ARITEH O 25 - @ER=> N — FH D
X UN=FE 5Tz,

7o 7DREMENLRBBIRRTEICED 2011 4F 2
H., 7 FDLANT 7 KREIGFHEIEWVAE Nz, B
E6HLRY AFMEOEL S KETHE Y E, 3%
ERPONTARA T ABOEL, NMIZEi-Ta 7 b
BEHEEL, TRIEHETZ LK. 4 7 VA
BUAIZI] S fEIR » RSk D fER I K FE L -2y 7 FE
RIZEU 100 Az Z % 27T TIELIIEHTTIT
LU, B CBMEX TETHRE, 0% 1 EROY
TERMREIZ & 2 BB IEHIER 2014.6.30, > & KHEA Y
L, TP MIZNEE M EMEATHS

2) 79 7DEIZ
Xhye7rixsd
NERIREE, >V 7
WEWESER % THER,
4 x—XNENH
EZIREE, £ 772
VEIBHE I N ECIR TR
WZHH, WIThoD
HEAE B R B %L
EBMED DT W
%, M7 7D
BORICRAIA
R EENCich s e Affichiz, arxy, yoy
777, N=LYEDOEHE, Av—r (BEEF). 7
v z—b, UAE, 7X—NVFOHEEIEY 7 7DEZL
DE., EREFEE M - 7z,

2014 & 5/26—28 BETHELLDOARE
President El-Sisi
elected in the 5/26-28/2014 election

3) ISISTAZRSLE] DOHIR

7o 7DEDREIC X Y IR ALZE LA 2, 7
ﬁbﬂ@@ﬁﬂWT%kﬂ?é#Ekibﬁ DMK IZ
fao 7=V 712, 2014.6.291SIS T4 25 AH AHIAL =,
A2V TIEDLZHEBXEZL TS Y X —F v bT
—HRERBIES % Lz, BIFOA S 7EKE> V7
EHRDOFM - BMEIHBBIETH D A4 R T L EROBUET
W, BUTR - B (ON—F) ITLTHITHIT 3
ZCIELAY LADEBETH S, & U TEBHEHHIZIETES
FiCrmZ RS, R B TE R ISIS IZHEHE
SR IER Uiz HELAHELEZZIA 25 A

O HE THs Ll

SOFETHELIAT 7, V7 T4 AT LH) 238
533 d L, MRt o—EHH AR T 2 EIIE N, YUY
77 EMDE T HBREEENXISIS (4 27 4EH) @
7 THEOELTFEMUT ‘X—v 4 va’ (BEAHo1
N2 ERLEZEHLDE) LWUOETCICL, Bl 74 7
WHLIARTLAE I EMFRLARNWZ 22 RDIIFEETH S,

1981 £ 10 B 6 B. MRS T/LERSEER/\L— I~’CT'/'7 )| FkF”E’EB”%Q
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against Israel.

(2) Due to the Arab Spring, Libya is still in a civil war, Syr-
ia was in a civil war until the end of last year, Yemen is in
a divided state, Iraq is in a potential civil war, and all re-
publican regimes remain unstable. On the other hand, the
emirates of Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and Bahrain, Oman (mon-
il archy), Kuwait,
UAE, and Qa-
tar, which were
expected to be
swallowed by
the storm of
the Arab Spring
and exposed to
tectonic shifts,
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A (bi35) LN SEIE (2 (5 4 ongryy the Arab Spring
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (right, at the time) and and are now
Salman (left (Wikipedia)) hold talks at the Prime . tabl
Minister’ s Office in Japan on March 13, 2017. running stable
states.

(3) Emergence of ISIS “Islamic State”

On June 29, 2014, ISIS (Islamic State) emerged in
Iraq, which had been extremely destabilized by the storm
of the Arab Spring, and in Syria, which was plunged into
a quagmire civil war due to the Assad regime’s repression
of anti-government protests. It made a unilateral declara-
tion of statehood on the Internet with control over terri-
tory straddling Iraq and Syria. It publicly criticized that
the existing sovereignty and government of the Iraqi and
Syrian states are secular and not Islamist. Therefore, it is
the responsibility of Muslims to overthrow these regimes
even by force of arms and jihad in its view. It started fre-
quent terrorist attacks at many locations. The ISIS regime
has expanded its territory by using force and fear to force
the population to submit to ISIS. The territory occupied
by ISIS was claimed as the “land” of the Islamic State.
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The chart that showed ISIS territories of effective control as of July 1, 2014. Source: the Economist. Territory at the height of the
Abbasid dynasty. Abu Bakr Baghdadi, who was exalted by ISIS as caliph.
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Needless to say, Iraq and Syria would never recog-
nize the Islamic State, nor would any other country in the
world. Saudi Arabia and the other Gulf states have even
called ISIS “Darwish,” the Arabic acronym for “Islamic
State,” which also means the one who tramples and tor-
ment and demanded that the Western media not refer to
it as the Islamic State.

(4) Background of the Islamic State

ISIS’s predecessors are Al-Qaeda and the Jihadist
group. Each has only a different strategy to achieve an Is-
lamist national or global revolution. Al-Qaeda (the base)
has the direct goal of building a global network from its
base to overthrow the U.S. as the world’s greatest devil
(jihad), as Israel’s backer. ISIS, on the other hand, be-
gan with the control of the territory of Iraq and then ex-
panded into Syria, building an Islamic empire in the Ab-
basid era, before taking on the Western Judeo-Christian
world in a global war.

Afghan fighters opposed to the Soviet Union’s mil-
itary intervention to bring about a communist regime in
Afghanistan were called mujahidin. Abdullah Azzam, an
advocate of militant jihadism and a professor at King
Aziz University in Saudi Arabia, recruited university stu-
dent Osama bin Laden to join the Muslim Brotherhood.
In 1982, Azzam, who had committed himself to the mu-
jahidin struggle, persuaded bin Laden to go to Afghani-
stan. He and his mentor called on Muslims around the
world to recruit mujahidin fighters and built a guesthouse
to house them, as well as a combat training facility. It is
said that he recruited 20,000 fighters before he estab-
lished Al-Qaeda in 1988.

The hotbed of the Jihadist group that assassinated
President Sadat in a broad daylight terrorist attack was
the Muslim Brotherhood. Naturally, it was outlawed in
Egypt, and many radical extremists fled to the Sinai Pen-
insula, Gaza, the West Bank, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, and
Turkey. Many then drifted to Afghanistan.
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The Palestinian Muslim Brotherhood changed its
name to Hamas in 1987 and joined the PLO (Palestine
Liberation Organization) as a political group, taking an
anti-Semitic and anti-Israeli stance and stating that the
only resistance movement against the Israeli occupation
was terrorism (jihad). However, this was the opposite of
the stance of Fatah, the mainstream PLO, and was a dis-
guised infiltration to hijack the PLO. Hamas’s Islamism
is a political scenario in which Hamas frequently engag-
es in terrorism (jihad) to end the Israeli occupation of
Palestine, and then expels the State of Israel from Pales-
tine and establishes a Palestinian state (an Islamic state).
The Taliban, led by Omar, aimed to build an Islamic state
in Afghanistan under the same scenario. Omar was al-
so strongly influenced by Azzam during the mujahidin
struggle and brought the Taliban regime to power in Af-
ghanistan in 1995.

The 1979 Islamic Revolution in Iran created the
Islamic Republic of Iran. This revolution was an Islamist
theocracy which advocates an anti-American and anti-Is-
raeli world order based on Shiism.

Thus, it can be said to be akin to the Islamism of
the Sunni-based, anti-Israel and anti-U.S. jihadist groups,
Jihadist group, Al-Qaeda, and Hamas. After the revolu-
tion, Iran embarked on exporting the revolution to the
Shiite-dominated Gulf states. Its aim is expanded to Iraq,
Syria, and Lebanon.

(5) The Rage of ISIS “Islamic State” and the ‘War on Ter-
ror’

The declaration of the establishment of the Islamic
State greatly inspired Islamic extremists scattered around
the world to pledge allegiance to the Islamic State. The
previously latent network of terrorism began to take con-
trol of territories in the region.
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It recruited fighters to the following

<Country Chapters and Provinces>

“Islamic State” Sinai Province, Nejed Province.
“Islamic State” Libya Province, France Province,
Tunis Province, Yemen Branch

Boko Haram pledges allegiance to IS

Abu Sayyaf Supports IS
Mujahideen support IS
Working with the Taliban in Afghanistan
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In its home bases of Iraq and Syria, the group has
organized itself, making Mosul, Iraq’s second largest city,
the capital of the “Islamic State” Iraqi province, and Raqqa,
the largest city in the eastern Syria, the capital of the Syr-
ian province.

At the culmination of this rapid network expan-
sion and centralized coordination and command struc-
ture, the Paris simultaneous terrorist attacks occurred on
the night of November 13, 2015, killing 130 people and
wounding 352. Eighteen people were involved in the at-
tacks, and the IS French Province claimed responsibility
for the attack, sending eight fighters. The French presi-
dent declared a “state of emergency,” appealed to the world
for coordination against the Islamic State, and stepped
up airstrikes in Syria.

In February 2015, the six Gulf countries of the Mid-
dle East resolved “Islamic cooperation, tolerance, and in-
ternational collaboration,” “cutting off funding for terror-
ism, strengthening surveillance of controlled areas, and
increasing surveillance of Darwishes.”

Furthermore, on December 15, 2015, Saudi Ara-
bia’s Deputy Crown Prince Muhammad announced the
formation of an anti-terrorism,” “Islamic Military Coali-
tion” consisting of 34 countries and regions in the Middle
East, Africa and Asia. (pictured left above)

(6) First-term President Trump’s visit to the Middle East

P
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In his May 20“ Riyadh speech,” he called for the expulsion of terrorism and
accused‘ Hamas and the Iranian government of supporting the Assad regime.”

In 2017 President Trump chose the Middle East for
his first overseas visit. He visited Saudi Arabia on May
19-21, and Israel on May 22-23.

In his speech in Riyadh, he said that terrorism is
the result of Islamic ideology, and that Islamic leaders
should take responsibility for solving it. He also stat-
ed that the war against extremists is not the war of reli-
gions or civilizations but the war between good and evil.
He emphasized the stance of the United States as a me-
diator for Middle East peace, saying, “The two parties
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should resolve this issue through negotiations, and the
U.S. will support that. “

(7) Collapse of ISIS “Islamic State”

On June 29, 2017, Iraqi Prime Minister Abadi de-
clared the recapture of Mosul.

On October 18, 2017, Raqqa, Syria, the “capital” of
ISIS, fell. “Islamic State” collapsed and was degraded into
scattered extremist groups at different sites. On October
27, 2019, U.S. Special Forces raided Baghdadi’s hideout
in northwestern Syria. Baghdadi, who was exalts as the
caliph, blew himself up along with two of his children.

3. U.S. President Trump after the de-
struction of the terrorist organization
Hamas

1) More than a year and a half has passed since October
7, 2023. The fighting with Hamas has largely ended. Al-
though all hostages have not yet been released, Gaza res-
idents have begun shouting “Hamas must go,” and CNN
News reported that on March 26, 2025, thousands pro-
tested in northern Gaza, shouting “Hamas must go.”
The Mus-
lim Brotherhood,
which had become
a hotbed of terror-
ism, was outlawed
in Egypt after Sa-
dat’s assassina-
tion, and Pales-
tine became an
ideal refuge for

it. As a result, the

Muslim Broth- 2025.3.26ANNnewsCH @ youtube 5D 1) —>
. PEN
erhood in Pales- screenshot from youtube on 2025.3.26 ANNnewsCH

tine rapidly radi-

calized, changed its name to Hamas in 1987, and fought
against the mainstream PLO faction Fatah. It has opposed
at every turn the path from the Oslo Accords won by Pres-
ident Yasser Arafat to the establishment of the Palestin-
ian Authority and independence.

There was no compromise or negotiation in the
Hamas resistance movement, only jihad (terror) at the
end. It would not accept a national state which was sought
after by 88% of Palestinians who elected Arafat as their
president, and opposed as the target of jihad.

After Israel withdrew from the occupation of Ga-
za in 2005, the PLO mainstream Fatah was driven out by
force and Hamas took effective control of Gaza. Twenty
years later, the situation has made no progress. It is no
exaggeration to say that aid money to the Palestinians has
been used to purchase weapons and dig tunnels for Hamas.

w 5
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Al Jawrani, head of the rebel group, speaks at a mosque in the center of the
capital, Damascus, (afternoon, December 8, 2024) = Screenshot and caption
from December 8, 2024 by BBC NEWS Japan, updated December 9, 2024
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President Assad in exile in Moscow (Photo: Yahoo Japan News, December 10)
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The October 7 large-scale terrorism by Hamas was
nothing more than a brutal and atrocious terrorist attack.
Not a single Arab nation supported it. As I have said, no
Arab nation supports terrorism. Nevertheless, if Hamas
wants to terrorize people and create a state of war, there
was no other choice but to destroy it through a “war on
terror. “

2) The Gaza War is not a war between Israel and neigh-
boring countries.

(1) Ceasefire
agreement between
the Israeli and Leb-
anese governments
was signed on No-
vember 27 last year.
But Israel and Leb-
anon were not at
war. Israel has been
fighting Hezbollah
in Lebanon. The rea-
son for this is that
Hezbollah was aligned with Hamas and involved in ter-
rorism by launching rockets against Israel.

More than 20 countries around the world have rec-
ognized Hezbollah as a terrorist organization.

The Lebanese government has agreed to a new agree-
ment with Hezbollah. With this agreement, the Lebanese
government promised Israel that they would control the
military organization of Hezbollah, which is not a govern-
ment force. Therefore, from now on, Hezbollah will not
be able to fight Israel on its own or dispatch fighter on its
own to support the Assad regime in Syria. Furthermore,
their relations with Iran’s Revolutionary Guard, which
guides and directs the Hezbollah, were also cut off.

(2) As soon as a ceasefire agreement was reached
between Israel and the Lebanese government, the Syrian
rebel army, the Shahm Liberation Organization (HTS), im-
mediately attacked Assad’s government forces in Aleppo
and overran the city on November 30, arriving in Hama
on December 2, Homs on December 5, and Damascus on
December 7, leading to the collapse of the Asad regime.

As can be seen from the above history, Hezbollah
has neither the power nor the ability to support Assad’s
government forces in Aleppo. There appeared to be nei-
ther aerial bombardment support from Russia nor the Shi-
ite militia support from the Iranian Revolutionary Guard
Corps. In other words, although Israel did not enter into
war against Syria, Israel dealt a major blow to Hezbollah,
neutralized it, eliminated Iranian forces by killing the top
leader of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps in a po-
sition to command Hezbollah through pinpoint bombing,

-~
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and brought about the collapse of the hostile Asad regime.

Israel is suspicious of Jawrani, Former Head of
HTS, who became President of the Syrian Interim Gov-
ernment. This is natural because he represented the al-
Qaeda-affiliated Nusra Front.

(3) What are Gaza reconstruction and governance
plans after the end of the Gaza War? What is the future
of PLO mainstream Fatah led by President Abbas in West
Bank and the Middle East peace process? What is the fu-
ture of the Iranian nuclear agreement?

When this essay is published, President Trump
is visiting Saudi Arabia in the Middle East. There, he
will probably announce a bold peace-building plan
with hope for peace in the Middle East. | hope so. In
addition, | hope that he will clearly declare the end
of the “war on terror” there and include a statement
that will prevent another “state of war” caused by
terrorism.
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