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Japan Earns Trust as a
Peaceful Nation

30 Years of Progress in Middle East Peace and
Japan's Involvement

By lkuzo Kobayashi, President of Salaam Association
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1, Is the past 30 years in Japan a “lost
30 years”?

Many Japanese economists are saying that “The past
30 years in Japan is a ‘lost 30 years’.” In 1989, the Nikkei
Stock Average reached a high of nearly 40,000 yen. How-
ever, for the next 30 years, the stock price remained stag-
nant at less than 24,000 yen, down 40% from its peak in
1989. The economic growth rate has been low at less than
2% for the last 30 years. The nominal GDP has expanded
from 420 trillion yen to 560 trillion yen, which is a growth
of 130%, in the last 30 years but its share of the world econ-
omy has declined from 15.3% to 5.9%. This tells us that
Japan’s gross domestic product growth is lowean that of
emerging growth countries, a striking example of which is
the fact that Japan has dropped from second place in the
world in GDP to third place and replaced by China.

Japan’s international competitiveness was the high-
est in the world for four years from 1989, but in 2002 it
dropped to 30th place and has not risen above 30th place
since then. And while there were 111 companies ranked in
the Fortune Global 500, which ranks the earnings of glob-
al companies, there are only 52 in 2019.

Clearly, from an economic viewpoint, it has been a
‘lost 30 years.’

So, has Japan gained nothing in the last 30 years?

(I will skip discussing what should be done to re-
store the country to a strong economy.)

2, 30 Years of Winning the World’s Trust
in Japan as a Peaceful Nation

1) U.S.-Japan trade friction that used to be serious

In the 1980s, many talked about “Japan as No.
1”and Japan rose to the position of the second largest
economy. However, criticism of the “free ride on the Ja-
pan-U.S. Security Treaty arose in the U.S. Congress, say-
ing that “competition on the basis of economics alone is
not fair.” It was conveyed to Japan as “Japan-U.S. trade
friction” with images of Japanese cars being smashed with
hammers. Prime Minister Nakasone took the situation se-
riously and immediately visited the U.S. and promised to
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make efforts for Japan’s international contribution and to
eliminate the ceiling of 1% of GDP for defense spending.

2) Too late, too little

Thirty-two years ago, Japan contributed $13 bil-
lion to the Gulf War. At that time, there was an uproar in
the U.S. Congress. The words of scathing criticism of Ja-
pan were “Too late, too little.”

Let me briefly explain.

Kuwait was invaded by Iraq in the early hours of Au-
gust 2, 1990. The UN Security Council voted unanimously
on the same day to adopt a resolution for the “uncondi-
tional and immediate withdrawal of Iraqi forces.” On the
6th, a multinational force consisting of the United States,
British, French, and Soviet forces was formed, and on the
8th, 4,000 U.S. fighters and paratroopers with fighter jets
were deployed to Saudi Arabia. On the 12th, the Egyptian
3rd Mechanized Division arrived in Saudi Arabia and the
joint Arab force was organized. At this point, U.S. Pres-
ident George Bush (father) confronted Japanese Prime
Minister Kaifu and strongly requested “transportation co-
operation.” Prime Minister Kaifu did not recognize the
seriousness of the Gulf crisis that may place Saudi Arabia
under the control of Iraq in addition to Kuwait and lead
to the conflict between Christianity and Islam that could
turn into a world war. Because of this, Prime Minister
Kaifu could not make a decision. He did not respond by
saying, “We will dispatch a squadron of aircraft to assist
in the transport.” As a result, the government was over-
whelmed by the opposition parties’ opposition against a
military solution and could not dispatch the Self-Defense
Forces aircraft before the war ended.

After the war ended, a naval minesweeper was dis-
patched to the Persian Gulf on April 26, and Japan’s face
was not completely destroyed. Nevertheless, the critical
sentiment mixed with disappointment toward Japan’s ac-

£

tion after the war was reflected in the words “Too Late.”

Criticism of being too little; Japan’s business com-
munity took the matter too lightly and thought that it is
enough to just pay for it. Unable to comprehend the se-
riousness of the situation, they tried to settle for $1 bil-
lion at first. The U.S. immediately criticized this as too
little. The Diet then passed a resolution for the contribu-
tion of $4 billion, with the $9 billion supplemental bud-
get passed after the war ended on March 6. (Too late al-
so refers to this.)

Japan was exposed to the disgraceful appearance
of acting only after being told to do so.

3) Fundamental review of international contribu-
tions and redefinition of the Japan-U.S. Security
Treaty

A human contribution is indispensable for inter-
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national contributions. Kaoru Yosano, the late vice chair-
man of the LDP Diet Affairs Committee who proposed the
dispatch of minesweepers to the Persian Gulf at the time,
recalled, “Even after all the hard work, Japan would lose
credibility and become an orphan of the international
community if it simply provided money.”

Japan’s international contributions were forced to
undergo a fundamental shift. It is said that the late Mr.
Yosano thoroughly studied UN peacekeeping operations
(PKO) in order to make a human contribution. As a re-
sult, the UN Peacekeeping Operations (PKO) Cooperation
Law was enacted in 1992. Under this law, the Self-Defense
Forces were dispatched to Cambodia, Mozambique, the
Golan Heights, and East Timor. The Self-Defense Forces
were highly appreciated in each of the countries where
they were deployed. Japan’s international contributions in
partnership with the United Nations have built up a track
record, and over the past 10 years, Japan’s reputation for
international cooperation has been firmly established.

Another important review was Japan’s understand-
ing of international affairs and the redefinition of the Ja-
pan-U.S. Security Treaty.

The Gulf War was started in anticipation of the tur-
moil that followed the end of the Cold War structure. And
in Japan’s neighborhood, North Korea declared its with-
drawal from the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT)
in 1993, When President Lee Teng-hui made clear his in-
tention to pursue independence in Taiwan in 1994, Chi-
na conducted large-scale military exercises in the Taiwan
Strait to intimidate Taiwan. The U.S. dispatched two air-
craft carriers to the Taiwan Strait and succeeded in stop-
ping China’s actions for the time being.

The “redefinition of the Japan-U.S. Security Trea-
ty” became essential, and in April 1996, a summit meet-
ing between Prime Minister Hashimoto and President
Clinton was held, resulting in the following historic shift.

« The alliance has shifted from an emphasis on eco-
nomic prosperity with a lightly armed military to a mili-
tary alliance that includes contingency planning.

« Defense of Japan is expanded to include not only
Japanese territory but also the surrounding Asia-Pacific
region.

4) The War on Terror and the Deepening of the
Japan-U.S. Security Relationship

On September 11, 2001, Al-Qaeda carried out mul-
tiple terrorist attacks simultaneously in the United States.
The UN Security Council unanimously adopted UNSC Res-
olution 1368 on the following day, September 12. Prime
Minister Koizumi, who was in power at that time, imme-
diately enacted the “Special Measures Law Concerning
Terrorism” and sent relief supplies to Afghan refugees by
SDF transport aircraft. Japan then carried out refueling
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operations in the Indian Ocean.

In the 2003 Iraq War, Japan supported the U.S.
and British military offensive against Iraq and responded
with the Iraq Special Measures Law. The dispatch of the
Japan Self-Defense Forces to Iraq under the Iraq Special
Measures Law was carried out from December 2003 to
February 2009. The purpose was to support the national
reconstruction of Iraq.

These Japanese responses enabled Japan to con-
tribute to peace in the Middle East under the national
flag of Japan (Show the Flag). In addition, working with
the U.S. and British military forces, Japan strengthened
the Japan-U.S. alliance by deepening the relationship of
trust. More importantly, the “War on Terror” has brought
about the concept of “critical influence situations” in the
face of a reality in which peripheral situations cannot be
considered in terms of geography alone. In addition, op-
erating under the United Nations Charter, which recog-
nizes the right of collective self-defense, has made us real-
ize that the exercise of the right of collective self-defense
is a natural part of the current world situation.

Through these experiences, Japan’s concept of col-
lective self-defense and international peace cooperation
by the Self-Defense Forces bore fruit as the enactment of
security-related laws in September 2015.

5) “Free and Open Indo-Pacific Security” support-
ed globally

In April 2004, Nippon Yusen’s large tanker Taka-
suzu was targeted by an Al-Qaeda suicide bomber in Iraq.
Although a Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force escort ves-
sel was able to participate in refueling operations in the
Indian Ocean, it could not be dispatched inside the Per-
sian Gulf, which was under dispute. On this occasion, the
British ship Norfolk deployed in the Persian Gulf blew up
a small terrorist speedboat after a firefight 300 meters
off the coast of Basra, the mooring point of the Takasuzu.

Piracy began to run rampant in the Gulf of Aden off
the coast of Somalia around 2005. Japanese vessels ac-
count for 10% of all vessels operating in the North Arabian
Sea. Japan was called upon by the international communi-
ty to fulfill an appropriate defense responsibility accord-
ingly. In July 2009, Japan enacted the Anti-Piracy Law.

Ten years later, in December 2019, Japan decided
to dispatch its MSDF destroyers to the same sea area. Fi-
nally, Japan can now dispatch MSDF vessels to the Mid-
dle East. This was the result of then-Prime Minister Abe’s
successful deployment of the MSDF vessels to the North
Arabian Sea, having been entrusted by former President
Trump to negotiate with Iran, a particularly difficult task.

In 2021, “La Perouse,” a joint exercise between the
French Navy and Japan, the U.S., Australia, and India, was
held in the Bay of Bengal, east of India. Germany and Ja-
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Omar Abdulrahman: spiritual leader of the Islamic
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He was the mastermind behind the World
Trade Center bombing and the Luxor incident
(November 1997, killing 58 foreign tourists,
including 10 Japanese).
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pan held a German-Japanese 2 plus 2, and German frig-
ates were dispatched to the Far East. The United Kingdom
sent a carrier strike force, including the state-of-the-art
aircraft carrier “Queen Elizabeth,” to the Far East. This
is the fruit of the “Free and Open Indo-Pacific Initiative”
advocated by then Prime Minister Abe. Free and open In-
do-Pacific security gained global support, and surpassed
China’s “One Belt, One Road Initiative.”

Furthermore, Japan’s role in mediating between
Israel and Arab countries sharing many historical prob-
lems became appreciated with high expectations. These
are also worth mentioning.

In terms of international contributions and defense
security, Japan has gained the trust of the world as a
peaceful nation over the past 30 years.

3. 30 years of progress in Middle East
peace

1) Gulf Crisis and Gulf War of 1990-91

The Gulf Crisis caused a sense of crisis that it may
escalate to a religious war in the entire Arabian Penin-
sula and even Judeo-Christianity versus Islam. Howev-
er, the United States, European countries, and Arab and
Persian Gulf countries cooperated centered on the Unit-
ed Nations and overcame the crisis. Iraqi President Hus-
sein’s territorial ambitions were crushed. Iraq conceded
defeat and Kuwait was liberated.

In the Middle East, which seemed to be all anti-
American and anti-Israeli, the Oslo Accords were reached
in 1993. In the following year 1994, a peace treaty was
signed between Jordan and Israel.

The results show the advancement of peace in
the Middle East. In other words, relations between Isra-
el and the Arab countries have greatly improved, the Is-
raeli-Palestinian issue has made great strides toward a
solution, and peace in the Middle East advanced greatly.

2) Bin Laden who founded Al-Qaeda and the anti-
American struggle

Al-Qaeda was formed in 1988 by Usama Bin Laden
and his comrades who participated in the resistance move-
ment against the Soviet forces during the Soviet-Afghan
war. Bin Laden became interested in the Muslim Broth-
erhood during his college years. He provided financial as-
sistance to the mujahideen in Afghanistan with proper-
ty inherited from his father. Later, he moved to Afghani-
stan in earnest. In August 1988, he formed Al-Qaeda.

Subsequent anti-American terrorism by Al-Qa-
eda is listed below.
In February 1993, Usama Bin Laden conspired with
the Islamic Group spiritual leader Omar Abdulrahman to
bomb the basement of the World Trade Center.
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May 1995 - Assassination attempt on Egyptian President
Mubarak during a visit to Ethiopia.

November 1995 - Bombing of National Guard facility
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, kills seven U.S. military advisors.
June 1996 - Bombing of U.S. military base quarters in
Saudi Arabia. (257 dead, 400 injured)

February 1998 - “International Islamic Front against
Jews and Crusaders” was formed under the joint
names of Bin Laden and Zawabhiri.

Bin Laden commanded, saying “Muslims are
obligated to kill the citizens of the United States and
its allies.”

July 1998 - Bombing of the U.S. Embassy in Kenya and
Tanzania.

(223 dead, 4,000 injured)

February 2000 - Attack on the U.S.S. Cole (Aegis destry-
er) off the coast of Yemen.

3) On September 11, 2001, Al-Qaeda’s terrorist at-
tacks on the U.S. shook the world

Bush administration, which identified al-Qaeda
founder Osama Bin Laden as the mastermind of the at-
tack, demanded that the Taliban regime in Afghanistan
extradite the mastermind. However, the Taliban regime
refused to hand over Bin Laden. President Bush (son)
launched an invasion of Afghanistan, and the Taliban re-
gime collapsed within a few months. However, he was un-
able to arrest Bin Laden.

At the time, Al-Qaeda was a Sunni Islamic extremist
group waging a global jihad and had already established
a worldwide network centered on Afghanistan, Pakistan,
the Middle East, and the African region. The fight with
terrorism was therefore dubbed the “War on Terror.”

The 2003 war in Iraq was initiated within the con-
text of an extension of the ‘war on terror’. The Iraqi Hus-
sein regime collapsed easily, and President Hussein was
executed in December 2006.

But the ‘war on terror’ is a jihadism that deviates
from However, the war continued as an anti-American and
anti-Israeli battle, initiated by the jihadists and Al-Qae-
da, self-proclaimed Islamists who deviated from Islam.

Ten years later, in May 2011, the United States
killed Bin Laden in a raid and a firefight by special
forces.

4) Arab Spring that began at the end of 2010

The Jasmine Revolution in Tunisia spread like wild-
fire as an Islamic mass movement aimed at overthrow-
ing long-term dictatorships in Arab and Muslim coun-
tries in the Middle East. The Ben Ali regime in Tunisia
was overthrown, the Mubarak regime in Egypt collapsed,
and the radical Islamist President Morsi was elected in
Egyptin 2012. In the following year, Egypt’s second revo-
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lution brought the military-backed President Sisi to pow-
er. In Libya, Colonel Gaddafi was shot to death by rebels,
plunging the country into civil war. In Iraq, reconstruc-
tion appeared to be on track after the Iraq War of 2003,
but Islamic extremists carrying out violent anti-regime
terrorism expanded their influence. Anti-regime protests
that sparked in Syria spread across the country, but the
Assad regime enforced a relentless military crackdown that
plunged the country into a quagmire of civil war in 2012.

The series of mass movements is known as the Arab
Spring. It included a movement for Islamic-style democ-
racy as an element. However, the excessive anti-American
sentiment in the Arab Republic countries distorted sound
political reform and the movement was hijacked by rad-
ical Islamic fundamentalism. Finally, it led to the birth
of ISIS also known as the “Islamic State.” Arab countries
could not win the battle against the ultra-radical “Islamic
State” on their own and it took three years to bring down
the“Islamic State” with military support from multi-na-
tional U.S. and European forces.

In the end, the Arab Spring ended in failure,
leaving civil war situations in Syria, Libya, and Ye-
men. The Islamic State has been destroyed, but the
Islamic State militant group remains, and the conflict
between moderate Islam and Islamic extremism (IS,
Al-Qaeda, etc.) is still ongoing.

5) Closer relationship between the Gulf States and
Israel

Although the Arab Spring has led to demands for the
more democratic political system in the Gulf states, mod-
erate Islamic followers form its majority and the move-
ment did not go along with violent and radical Islamists.
When the Islamic State was born in July 2014, the six GCC
(Gulf Cooperation Council) countries began to confront
radical Islamists in earnest.
(1) In February 2015, the six Gulf states adopted a reso-
lution of “Cutting off Funding for Terrorism, Strengthen-
ing Surveillance of Terrorist Controlled Areas and Daesh.”

The six GCC countries have consistently disliked the
name “Islamic State” and instead used the name Daesh,
Arabic word that means ISIL (Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant). The name Daesh is an acronym for the Arabic
word (al-Dawla al-Islamiya al-Iraq al-Sham). It means “one
who tramples and destroys” or “one who causes discord.”
(2) The six Gulf states stated that they “will restore peace
through ‘Islamic tolerance and cooperation’ and “will also
share information with Israel to defend against terrorism.”
(3) The Sunni Gulf states also “shared interests with Isra-
el in their concerns over Iran’s nuclear program.” Against
this backdrop, in December 2015, the UAE established an
Israeli government representative office in the Interna-
tional Renewable Energy Agency (IRNEA) in Abu Dhabi.
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Abraham Accords: Peace treaty and normalization of diplomatic relations
between the United Arab Emirates and the State of Israel. Photo from left to
right: Bahraini Foreign Minister Zayani, Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu, U.S.
President Trump, and United Arab Emirates Foreign Minister Abdullah (from
Wikipedia).

Abraham Accords Peace Agreement: Treaty of Peace, Diplomatic Relations and
Full Normalization Between the United
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(This was the first time that an Israeli diplomatic mission
was permanently stationed in the UAE, which has no dip-
lomatic relations.)

(4) On December 15, 2015, the same year, Saudi Arabia
announced that it would form “Islamic Military Coalition
against terrorism which consists of 34 countries and re-
gions in the Middle East, Africa and Asia. Military Coali-
tion is led by Saudi Arabia, with its operational headquar-
ters in the capital, Riyadh, it would also look into coop-
eration with the U.S. and Europe. (Cairo Jiji)

The Threat of Terrorism for the Gulf States:It is
imperative to remove the threat of terrorism for the Gulf
States, and it was the first priority over the threat from
the Shiite Hezbollah in Lebanon and the Iraqi Shiite lead-
er Sadr, and the Shiite Houthis in Yemen.

With the formation of the “Islamic Military Coalition,” Gulf
States designated Islamic extremist groups as common
enemies of the Islamic society and international society
and expounded on the fight against terrorism.

In 2017, President Trump embarked on a campaign to
mop up the Islamic State after designating Islamic ex-
tremism as a terrorist organization. Thirty-seven Arab and
Muslim countries supported President Trump’s mop-up
operation and the Islamic State collapsed.

6) On September 15, 2020, Israel, the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), and Bahrain agreed to normal-
ize diplomatic relations and signed the agree-
ment. (Abraham Accords)

Sudan and Morocco followed, bringing the total num-

ber of Arab countries in diplomatic relations with Israel

to six, including Egypt, which concluded diplomatic rela-
tions in 1979, and Jordan, which concluded diplomatic

relations in 1994.

Looking back over the past 30 years, peace in
the Middle East has progressed past the eighth station.

The Middle East desires peace and expects Ja-
pan’s active presence for peace.
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Mask's Release of Twitter
Documents Restores Freedom of

Speech in the U.S.

By Journalist in the U.S. Yosuke Yamazaki

The contents of internal Twitter documents re-
leased last December by businessman Elon Musk,
who became the owner of Twitter, have caused rip-
ples. This is because it revealed that the company
has been suppressing the reporting of allegations
about President Biden’s son, Hunter, and the speech
of conservatives. Concerns are growing that a hand-
ful of executives at a private company are collaborat-
ing with government authorities and political parties,
and that the freedom of expression is being violated.

Restrictions on speech by Twitter-de-
veloped tools

According to
freelance journalist
Matt Taibbi, who was
granted access to the
Twitter documents
by Musk, the compa-
ny’s original philoso-
phy was to give peo-
ple “the power to in-
stantly create and
share ideas and infor-
mation without barri-
ers,” but it soon devel-

PO 275224255 Twitter KA (F4FRFq
oped tools “designed 5xn)

Twitter headquarters in San Francisco (from

to fight spammers, fi- Twitter !
Wikipedia)

nancial scammers, and
others,” and began to impose certain restrictions on speech.
The use of the tool was subsequently expanded in
scope, and by 2020, when the presidential election was
held, the requests to delete tweets from outside the com-
pany had become routine. For example, an email sent
from internal executive to executive described a response
to a deletion request from the Biden campaign as having
“been processed.” Twitter had responded to deletion re-
quests not only from the Biden campaign but also from
then-President Trump’s White House. But because the
majority of the company’s employees were Democrat sup-
porters, the company “had stronger ties to the left (i.e.,
Democrats) than to the right.”

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
deeply involved in social media censor-
ship

A document that particularly attracted attention




ZHYS—-L

Salaam Quarterly Bulletin

BDTHo72Z2d Do TV TE, ZRUTH 20D
53, FBIIENY KRR MDBILEFZX—MIZOWT, a7
W& B EERL Y UTIEREYIT LS ¥ L.

FBI &, NY KRR bHBHUC ZHID S, VA v X —ttD 17
- e HYOBRMEEFEI L - s AR L, N R —
RICET 2 BIERPIER I N2 R DR LESE LT
2o TV A v Z—HIBEHIN TV FBIE O —
N, NY RR PRl H2ER LY HE 208 H, v X
RIZHLUT, A—=Ad MaEd L@y Fr7r3hiz
HDTHY, VA v X—DHHITGERK L TWR 2#EDIRL
FRLEE WS, X512, FBLIZY A v & —HHAL B
EEDEAUME U, I 300 55 EE T - 72
CEBHSLMIIR oI, IO LEEENHLZAICHEZZ
W, FBID + 7 Y TRROFEZHIE L., N4 72 KE®“H
L2702, "YEZ—KEDSIRXEMIAAL LD
TARY L AN AP

HAEPZEIRE 72 0 72K THETIE, #ifzic DEIBBUT

ERLICET 25 NEER ) AREIN, T2 T
A/& —KEDSZEERDOE UiAD %K - 72 FBI DHLH
%ﬁ&kom’(%!ﬁ&u\ BRI HELE,

REP. DAN BISHOP
R-North Caroling, 8th District
. _Albernarle, Monroe, Sallsbury | |

P 2o anIRER
HMRDOZY - ES3v T FRES
Republican Congressman Dan Bishop

HREOX Y - vy ay FTh#HE (V—AXHas4F
M) 1. ThRvbAUIKERIIH U, EBBURN OIS
MEHOPICT 28 BELDH S tlgi Lz LT, Tbivb
NESH, 74 —7 - 27—+ (BOBUF) 158ET 5,
HELTBT) EEH LK,

2021 F1H8H. FSUTEDY Ay R—-
ThoY bk ERE

FhVA v R—LETIE., b TRM, XREITES
HIHGEAELASEMN 22, 20211 H8HIZ T&@h%EX
SIZREIT 2V A7) ZHEEKDO 7 A > b %EKAR
MEANREDHS I NI,

ZOriHE#H, KIRF 72 - 72 B¢ Rt @ s J 1 E
(CEO) DY % w7 « F—Y—RIIMEEBITH T X —IL
T, (2 —F =P —RHFERICY 4 v & — 1218575 3R]
rat, —HUEAZEHERT2 X512 iR LE, 2
DRE T Y TERDOT7 AT ¥ FME—FICHfE X TEB

Michael Shellenberger & among the Twitter

t» @ShellenbergerMD

1. TWITTER FILES: PART 7
The FBI & the Hunter Biden La

documents was the
revelation that the
Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI)
was deeply involved
in censoring social

media.

According to Michael Shellenberger, a journalist
who, like Taibbi, has been granted access to the Twit-
ter documents, the FBI systematically pushed to censor
an October 2020 New York Post article that reported the
contents of Hunter's laptop emails concerning allega-
tions about him.

The FBI had seized the laptop 10 months earlier, in
December 2019, and an investigation would have shown
that it was in fact Hunter's. Nevertheless, the FBI tried
to prevent the spread of the emails reported by the NY
Post by claiming that they were Russian disinformation.

The FBI had repeatedly warned Yoel Ross, Twitter's
head of “trust and security,” about the spread of false in-
formation about Hunter, even before the NY Post report-
ed the story. A former FBI employee employed by Twitter
also repeatedly claimed to Ross on the day the NY Post
published the article and the day after that that the emails
were “forged or hacked” and in violation of Twitter's pol-
icies. It was also revealed that the FBI paid Twitter more
than $3 million for the time spent by Twitter employees.
The revelation of these facts has raised suspicions that the
FBI suppressed the allegations against Hunter in order to
prevent Trump's reelection and support Biden.

The U.S. House of Representatives, now with a Re-
publican majority, has established a new “Select Subcom-
mittee on the Weaponization of the Federal Government.”
Here, the FBI's efforts to contain the allegations surround-
ing Hunter are also expected to be closely scrutinized.

Republican Congressman Dan Bishop (R-NC)
stressed, “We owe it to the American people to expose
corruption within the federal government,” and warned,
“We are notifying the Deep State today. Be prepared.”

Permanent freeze of Trump's Twitter ac-
count on January 8, 2021

The Twitter documents also revealed how Trump's
account was permanently frozen on January 8, 2021, on
the account of a “risk of further inciting violence” in the
wake of the Congressional break-in by his supporters.

The morning before that, Twitter’s then-CEO Jack
Dorsey, who was on vacation, sent an email to employees
instructing them to “maintain consistent policies, includ-
ing the right of users to return to Twitter after a temporary
freeze.” At that point, Trump's account was temporarily
frozen, and Dorsey apparently requested that it be unfro-

10
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zen. However, Ross complained about Dorsey's instruc-
tion in an email to one employee, saying, “Anyone who
cares about this is not happy with the current situation.”

Ross and other executives then approached Dorsey
and were successful in persuading him. Twitter originally
had a policy called the “public interest exception,” which
states that it will not freeze statements made by elected
officials as being in the public interest, even if they seem
to violate other policies. However, these policies were re-
portedly ignored in order to permanently freeze Trump's
account.

In the background, there is a significant bias in the
political leanings of Twitter employees. In 2022, 99% of
the company's employees' political donations were given
to the Democratic Party. Twitter executives in particular
have a strong anti-Trump leaning, with Ross tweeting in
2017 that “there is a real Nazi in the White House.”

Twitter Document Release Restores
Free Speech in the U.S.!?

The Twitter documents also reveal other secretive
shadowbanning of conservative opinion-makers and uni-
versity professors who argued that the lockdown (urban
blockade) as a countermeasure against the new corona-
virus would harm children.

Voters across party lines are showing concern about
these realities. According to a survey conducted by Har-
vard University's Center for American Politics and other
organizations, 71% of Republicans, 65% of Democrats, and
68% of independents said that Congress and the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) should thoroughly investi-
gate Twitter's alleged human rights abuses and violations
of the Constitutional guarantee of free speech.

Against this backdrop, Trump, who has declared
his intention to run for president in 2024, announced
his campaign promise on freedom of expression in mid-
December of last year. He promised that he would sign
a presidential decree prohibiting federal agencies from
censoring the lawful speech of U.S. citizens and identify
and fire federal employees involved in the censorship im-
mediately after taking office. He also called for the repeal
of Section 230 of the U.S. Communications Decency Act,
which gives major IT companies immunity from liabili-
ty for the content of their users' postings and the right to
restrict the content.

It is expected that a lively debate will continue about
the state of speech on social media.It will be interesting
to see if the release of the Twitter documents by Mask is
the first step toward restoring freedom of speech in the
United States.
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First World Cup
in the Middle East

By Tominari Sano, Journalist

Last year, the World Cup soccer tournament
was held in Qatar, Middle East. It was the first time
for the tournament to be held in the Middle East and
the first time for it to be held in the winter (Novem-
ber 20 to December 18). In addition, the tournament
was held in the middle of the league matches of Eu-
ropean countries, so there were concerns about the
players’ conditions.

Nevertheless, the final was between Argenti-
na, with Lionel Messi, considered one of the world’s
greatest fantasists, and France, with Mbappe, one
of the world’s best strikers, aiming to become the
third team in history to win the title for two years in
a row, but the match could not be decided even af-
ter overtime with 3-3 tie, and after a penalty shoot-
out, Argentina won the world championship for the
third time after 36 years. For Messi, this was a long-
awaited World Cup trophy, as he had won numerous
world titles with his club team but had failed to win
a World Cup.

BEBET7ILEYFUORRF—LOI—X. VAR < Xy
(2022/12/19 #8 WORLD # v 51— by ABEMA)
Lionel Messi, ace of the winning Argentina national team
(2022/12/19 Super WORLD Soccer! by ABEMA)
final of the 2022 World Cup were held

Generating a New Wind in Middle East-
ern Soccer

The final was, after all, a matchup between the fa-
vorites to win the tournament. On the other hand, was
the Qatar Games a success? In the end, it was a success.
It was also a success in the sense as 20 Muslim countries
supported the Qatar Games.

As for the match results, Asia’s breakthrough was
a great boost to the tournament.

12



FYS—L

Salaam Quarterly Bulletin

A5 —-—
Fiun =8
FRELF -
A=AFSYF
Bx 1
JOFFF =
7N ©

XNTWVW3B,
ZOLEFEMNENZDIZE, 1998 FEDT7 5 AKETH
AKBPIHG L7222 i2H B, 77 Y ARBDORH, 2002
O HEIEDOWIRT o 72728, 40 HAREPNTIE, TB
HEERETOWIHGTIERL . ZOHID 7 7 ¥ AR
FTRZLIWEK®RED S WS EEHS, EAIRNTY
72o THHTHIHGLTZZXDHSZ] w5 BVDb e,
75 AWM D 7Y 7 FiEERN, 77 S
v—ﬁ7f®%%aﬁ—wfm%%&mko75yxwﬁ
. BERoE, IoIiEBE VS BERER Lz W
oﬁﬁﬁﬁ IR BHoTZ o E VI ERICK
72, WHEWS FHRENZ N TE, ZOZ 2N
HE#EWHR 2 RO WHHIGA DB T L 7 o7z v o
THMWS TRV,

HRA=ILKERE
HhE—=IL
ﬁ&—w@2%2@@%&—»k§ﬁ&i?%t\ﬁv
%@ﬁ&kﬁ%kméioumé

#®. EFBHICHZANL

he— }I/L_Zzé_’Z/\‘rT’ _’737-:—0)% (Wikipedia &b)
Panoramic view of Aspire Academy in Qatar (from Wikipedia)

HR=NMZE TT7ARLT « 7HTI—] LW EHZEW
BRI 0Y =7 b OREE R ITHE - RDPFEET 5, &
ANE 280 HFAND e, BNIBEFEHIET 27200

ERm 1293 0F

B wxHn

O ENRHR

* AT

First of all, it is significant that Saudi Arabia beat Ar-
gentina, Iran beat Wales, Japan beat Germany and Spain,
South Korea beat Portugal, and Australia, which was se-
lected from the Asian group, beat Denmark. Saudi Arabia,
in particular, was the only team to score a win against Ar-
gentina, the tournament champion, despite being elimi-
nated from the group phase, which became the talk of the
tournament. On the other hand, Qatar, the host nation
that was eliminated in the qualifying league, was viewed
as a team that “would have had a different result if they
had participated in the previous tournament in Russia.”

The reason for these voices is that Japan made its
first appearance at the 1998 tournament in France. The
next appearance of Japan was the 2002 World Cup tour-
nament jointly hosted by Japan and South Korea. At the
time, there was a sense in Japan that it was meaningful
for Japan to participate in the preceding World Cup in
France, not to be the first host nation to participate. With
the thought that “only by making the first appearance on
our own can we qualify for the next one,” we played in the
Asian qualifying round for the World Cup in France, and
a dramatic goal in the Asian playoffs secured our partici-
pation. At the World Cup in France, we lost all the games
due to the difference in experience and also because we
were somewhat satisfied with having achieved our goal
of participating in the tournament. But we were able to
experience the atmosphere of a World Cup. It is no ex-
aggeration to say that this was the driving force behind
Japan’s participation in the Japan-Korea World Cup and
subsequent World Cups.

Qatar focused on player development
after the decision to host the Qatar
Games

Qatar started focusing on the development of soc-
cer players once the 2022 Qatar Games were decided.

In Qatar, there is an organization and facility that
forms the basis of a national development project called
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Exterior view of Aspire Academy's indoor facility
(Nikkan Sports)

the Aspire Academy. It is said to be an organization that
discovers outstanding athletes from a total population
of 2.8 million. The academy was founded in 2004. At
the time of its founding, it was more of a comprehensive
sports training organization for athletics, fencing, table
tennis, and other sports than an organization specializ-
ing in soccer. However, when Qatar was selected to host
the World Cup in 2022, it gradually shifted its focus to
soccer player development.

Incidentally, this affiliated facility is located 10 ki-
lometers west of the center of Doha and has state-of-the-
art equipment and methodology based on training facil-
ities around the world as a reference. The vast site in-
cludes a soccer field, indoor stadium, school, dormito-
ries, and other facilities, and there is no charge for study
and sports. The school has introduced a European-style
training system, including inviting a director from Real
Madrid, a prestigious Spanish football club, to serve as
the school’s director.

The facility also has a FIFA (Fédération Interna-
tionale de Football Association)-approved indoor soccer
stadium (5,800-seat capacity), and European club teams
Bayern (Germany) and PSV (the Netherlands) have used
the facility. The J-League’s lower-level organizations have
also traveled to tournaments at the facility.

In addition, there is a library, a theater, and a chem-
istry laboratory on the grounds, making it a true sports
academy city.

The initial 60 students will be reduced to about
40 by the time they graduate at age 18. Thus, there is no
guarantee that they will be able to play soccer or other
sports as athletes. However, even if they do not make it
big, many of them go on to universities in the country and
abroad, where they work as doctors, pilots, and engineers.

So far, the Qatari players trained here have achieved
remarkable results, winning the Asian Championship in
2019, defeating Japan. Unfortunately, they did not make
it to the 2018 World Cup in Russia.

Morocco’s Breakthrough Gives New
Recognition to Middle Eastern Soccer

Qatar was the first country in history to partici-
pate in the tournament as the host nation without hav-
ing competed in the previous tournament in Russia. The
result was disappointing, with the host nation failing to
advance past the group stage for the first time since South
Africa, with no points against Senegal from Africa, Ecua-
dor from South America, and the Netherlands, a Europe-
an powerhouse. However, it is possible that this serves as
a springboard for a change in the perception of soccer in
Qatar and the entire Middle East.

And there was one event in this tournament that
foreshadowed a change in that perception.It was Moroc-
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co, the first Muslim nation and the first on the African
continent to reach the last match of the best four. They
defeated Belgium in the preliminary round and Spain
and Portugal in the final tournament. In Qatar, Morocco
shattered the dream of Portugal’s C. Ronaldo, who had
announced his retirement from the national team, to win
the tournament.

Showing the solidarity of the Arab and
Muslim world

Morocco’s breakthrough came in the form of sup-
port that transcended sometimes politically conflicting
Muslim ethnic sentiments. We saw a moment of solidar-
ity among Arab countries.

The semifinal match against France on December
15 (Japan Standard Time) gave a great boost of confidence
to the Arab-Islamic world, as cheers were heard not only
in Morocco but also in Qatar, the venue, France, where
there are many immigrants, and in Palestine, where peo-
ple said, “They made the Arabs beat their chests.

In this respect, the tournament was a reminder of
the significant role that soccer has played in the Muslim
(Arab) world, despite the human rights concerns, such
as labor issues.

Change to holding the World Cup every
three years?

Gianni Infantino, president of FIFA (Fédération In-
ternationale de Football Association), spoke highly of the
tournament itself, saying, “The legacy of this World Cup
is that many people have learned about the Arab world.”

The Middle East has long been known as a region
where soccer has flourished. Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, UAE,
and the host country, Qatar, are all strong nations in the
region. Currently, there is talk that Portugal’s C. Ronaldo
may move to a club team in the Middle East.

In 2026, for the first time, Canada, the U.S., and
Mexico will co-host the tournament, and the number of
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slots will increase from 32 this time to 48. The number
of Asian slots will increase from 4.5 to 8.5, an increase of
4 slots. It was decided that the number of slots for North
and Central America and the Caribbean will increase from
3.5to 6.5. Europe will increase from 13 to 16, Africa from
5t0 9.5, South America from 4.5 to 6.5, and Oceania from
0.5 to 1.5.

The 8.5 Asian quotas can easily be predicted to
be four Middle Eastern countries and four Far Eastern
countries, based on past performance. Japan, South Ko-
rea, Australia, and China. Saudi Arabia, Iran, Qatar, and
the UAE are confirmed, and the remaining 0.5 slots will
be contested by Kuwait, Iraq, and fast-growing Thailand,
which will probably be decided in an intercontinental
playoff somewhere.

Does Russia move to Asian Football
Association?

Sometime after the closing of the Qatar Games,
a rumor circulated. “Russia was pushed out of the tour-
nament due to the conflict in Ukraine, and will it go to
Asia?” This question is raised in the rumor. Russia, which
has been treated as if it were excluded from the European
Football Confederation due to the invasion of Ukraine, is
now being linked with a move to Asia.

There have been moves in the past to change the
federation to which one belongs as a result of conflict or
war. Israel, formerly a member of the Asian Football Con-
federation, moved to the European Football Confedera-
tion in 1992. Kazakhstan withdrew from the Asian Foot-
ball Confederation in 2001 and joined the Federation of
European Football Associations the following year. Will
Russia move to the Asian Football Confederation like Is-
rael and Kazakhstan? Currently it is not known.

There is also a possibility that Australia, which is
currently in the Asian bracket, will return to its former
home of Oceania. This is because they have one slot that
they can definitely play in the tournament.

The battle for the tournament four years from now
has already begun.
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