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“Free and Open Indo-Pacific”
for which global support is
expanding

By lkuzo Kobayashi, President of Salaam Association
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French amphibious assault ship Tonnerre (Wikipedia)
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On April 5, 2021, the French Navy's joint training
"La Perouse” with Japan, the United States, Australia
and India began in the Bay of Bengal, east of India.
This joint training, sponsored by France, was held
for the first time in May 2019, and India has joined for
the first time this time. Captain Arnaud Tranchamp of
the French amphibious assault ship Tonnerre called
it "Demonstration of the ability of France to deploy in
strategic regions,” and emphasized that they agreed
to strengthen cooperation toward "a peaceful, secure
and prosperous Indo-Pacific region.”

In addition, Japan and Germany held the first
“Japan-Germany 2 Plus 2” on April 13 this year in
commemoration of the “160th anniversary of Japan-
Germany exchange”. The four ministers shared seri-
ous concerns about the situation in the East China
Sea and South China Sea, where China is intensify-
ing its marine expansion, and confirmed to cooper-
ate in the realization of ‘security of the free and open
Indo-Pacific.” Germany plans to dispatch a frigate to
the Far East in August.

Britain is also planning to dispatch a carri-
er strike group to the Far East in May, including the
state-of-the-art aircraft carrier “Queen Elizabeth.” |
would like to consider the background of the ‘securi-
ty of the free and open Indo-Pacific’ for which global
support is expanding and the challenges of Japan.

“Security of free and open Indo-Pacific”
advocated by former Prime Minister
Abe

The 6th Tokyo International Conference on African
Development (TICAD) was held in Kenya on August 27,
2016. In the keynote speech, Prime Minister Abe (then)
announced the launch of the “Japan-Africa Public-Private
Economic Forum” in order for the Japanese government
to support the expansion of private companies into Af-
rica. He also proposed the idea that “a permanent mem-
ber of the UN Security Council should be sent out,” rec-
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6th Tokyo International Conference on African Development,
Nairobi, Kenya (Prime Minister's Office Homepage)
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ognizing that Africa and Japan have entered into a mu-
tually beneficial relationship.

He said that it is the “sea road” that connects Af-
rica with Asia and Japan, and appealed that “Africa and
Asia and Japan together shall take responsibility to make
the ‘free and open Indo-Pacific’ that brings stability and
prosperity to the world into a region where the rules gov-
ern and the market economy is valued.”

‘Free and Open Indo-Pacific’ that gained
understanding

At the special meeting entitled “Cooperation in the
West Indian Ocean” at the 7th Tokyo International Con-
ference on African Development held in Yokohama in Au-
gust 2019 following the previous one, Foreign Minister
Kono (then) gave a speech as the chairman pointed out
that “the West Indian Ocean region has a central sea lane
connecting Asia, Africa and Europe, and is a promising
region for the blue economy.” He explained, “The ‘Free
and Open Indo-Pacific’ (FOIP) proposed by Prime Min-
ister Abe at the previous TICAD consists of three pillars:
(1) establishment of the rule of law, including freedom of
navigation, (2) pursuit of economic prosperity, and (3)
commitment to peace and stability,” and stated, “Japan
which is an island nation will continue to support island
nations with capacity building programs to cope with
climate change and natural disasters and ‘quality infra-
structure’ such as constructing revetment against tsuna-
mi, port facilities and port construction.”
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Special meeting entitled “Cooperation in the West Indian Ocean” at the 7th
Tokyo International Conference on African Development in August 2019 (Foreign
Minister Kono at the center, Ministry of Foreign Affairs website)

Attendees from the West Indian Ocean coastal na-
tions responded, saying, “Maintenance of a free and open
maritime order in the West Indian Ocean is important, and
securing the sustainable use of marine resources through
promotion of the blue economy and crackdown on pira-
cy and illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fisher-
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Japan-US-India Summit during G20 Osaka summit on June 28,2019
(Photo courtesy of Cabinet Public Relations Office)
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ies, etc. are necessary”, and shared the recognition that
itis in line with the ‘free and open Indo-Pacific concept’.

Prime Minister Abe himself actively
meets with President Trump and Indian
Prime Minister Modi

On November 30, 2018 (14:00 local time), Prime
Minister Abe (then), while visiting Argentina to attend
the G20 Summit, held the first Japan-US-India summit
with US President Donald J. Trump and Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. At the 30-minute meeting, they
frankly exchanged views on sharing basic values such as
freedom, democracy, and the rule of law and strategic in-
terests, confirmed the significance of “stability and pros-
perity in the Indo-Pacific region,” and agreed to strength-
en cooperation.

The following year, on June 28, 2019, Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe (then) held the second Japan-US-India
summit meeting with President Donald Trump and In-
dian Prime Minister Modi, who were visiting Japan for
the G20 Osaka Summit. The leaders of the three nations
reaffirmed the sharing of “basic values such as freedom,
democracy and the rule of law in the Indo-Pacific region.”
Although it was a short meeting of 15 minutes, they agreed
to go further and cooperate for “maritime security, secu-
rity in new domains including space and cyberspace, pro-
motion of high-quality infrastructure investment”.

The ‘Free and Open Indo-Pacific’ (FOIP) concept,
which was proposed at the 2016 Tokyo International Con-
ference on African Development (TICAD), gained under-
standing of east African nations, West Indian Ocean is-
land nations as well as the US and India through the ac-
tive diplomatic efforts of Prime Minister Abe (then).

It can be said that the gaining of the understanding
and support of President Trump (then) who announced
his withdrawal from the TPP (Trans-Pacific Partnership)
is a remarkable achievement for Japanese diplomacy. It is
also a big decision for India, which shares a long border
and continues confrontation with China in border dispute,
has expressed its stance of prioritizing the basic values
of freedom, democracy, and the rule of law. It can be said
that the ‘Free and Open Indo-Pacific’ concept became an
unwavering concept with the consent of the main nations.
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In the 1980s, the so-called “Japan bashing” wind blew
all over the United States and it was reported that
Japanese cars were smashed with a hammer. The photo
shows such image. (photo source: bivanis / 123RF).
(February 5, 2017, posted by Vehicle News)

Proactive engagement for peace

- one of milestones of the 40th anniver-
sary of the end of the war

Here, I would like to reconsider the proactive peace
diplomacy of former Prime Minister Abe. The idea behind
it is ‘proactive engagement for peace’. In December 2013,
the Second Abe Cabinet adopted ‘proactive engagement
for peace’ as a “national security strategy.” The central
axis of proactive engagement for peace is pacifism that
does not change.

After World War II, Japan has extremely disliked
and excluded actions that are considered to be ‘aggres-
sion’ by neighboring countries. Therefore, the debate on
national defense and self-defense was kept to the mini-
mum necessary, and postwar reconstruction has focused
on science and technology, industry, and the economy in
order to gain a reputation as a peaceful nation. Japan has
thought that the world’s most advanced technological de-
velopment and the high-quality products created from it
will directly contribute to the world.

But that wasn’t enough. Because there was a
big premise for that.

The US-Japan trade friction speaks for itself. The
US-Japan trade friction started as defense costs were re-
duced to 1% of GNP and the industry developed, resulting
in an increase of the US trade deficit between Japan and
the United States. Beginning with US-Japan textile ne-
gotiations, restrictions on exports of home appliances to
the US, and in the 1980s, the automobile export problem
developed into a trade dispute between Japan and the US.

Furthermore, it has spread to US-Japan high-tech
friction and to all areas of US-Japan trade. It was around
this time that former Prime Minister Nakasone advocat-
ed ‘international contribution’.

In January 1983,
Prime Minister Yasuhi-
ro Nakasone held his
first summit meeting
with President Reagan.
Itis said that the reason
why he could establish
the “Ron Yas relation-
ship” was that he has
shown his determina-
tion to surpass the GNP
(gross national product)
1% limit for defense ex-
penses. The frame was abolished in December 1986.

In other words, the biggest premise for Japan’s
prosperity is that Japan belongs to the free and demo-
cratic camp of the United States and Europe and enjoys
peace under the Japan-US Security Treaty, and economic

MFHRTERESHKEZRZ. L—HYKEEL
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Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone shaking
hands with President Reagan after the
summit meeting on his first visit to the
United States = January 18, 1983, the
White House
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development presupposed that. Furthermore, it cannot
be said to be fair if Japan and the United States compete
only on the ground of economic power. It means that we
should think about the playing field of America. It can
be said that Prime Minister Nakasone took this into con-
sideration and responded with the determination to con-
tribute to the world through Japan’s defense efforts and
its role in world peace.

Proactive engagement for peace

— second milestone of the 40th anni-
versary of the end of the war

Here, I would like to point out another premise that
forced Japan’s shift to the proactive engagement for peace.

Resources are indispensable for the reconstruction
of industry and economy after the war. Among them, in
terms of oil, which is indispensable as an energy resource,
Japan depends almost 100% on imports. Moreover, as a
bitter experience in World War II, the ‘self-developed oil
field’ was an implicit national policy in order to avoid the
risks posed by relying on imports. It was the Arabian oil
field called the “Hinomaru oil field” that paved the way.
It was the acquisition of development interests in offshore
oil fields off Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.

The success of this self-developed oil field was a
God-given event in which Japan seized the opportuni-
ty created by the sympathy of the oil-producing nations
for Japan and the gap between the oil majors. It enabled
the stable import of energy resources, which is the basis
of industrial development. However, oil crisis which oc-
curred twice as the result of the impact from the Israeli-

BHEDORM KAHAOEEMALLE 1973 FH'5 2019 FXTOHR
Japan's oil and natural gas self-development ratio Trends from 1973 to 2019

SECBRAN 48 EFE (1973 ) MSFH 20 £ (2008 £E) FTHRHDAHERNRE
LTEEXMELRZEHLTEELLD. FRK 21 F£E (2009 F£E) UEIFHRBEXRA
H2ERELT, BERELEREXARLTVET, (2020 £7 A8 22 ARBEEEERER)

Note: From Fiscal Years 1973 to 2008, the self-development ratio was
calculated for oil only, but after FY 2009, oil and natural gas have been added
together and the self-development ratio has been publicized. (Published by
the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry on July 22, 2020)




ZHYS—-L

Salaam Quarterly Bulletin

B LX—oRbEnE2RERXER, BRI AL — -
SV ZABEICEIDAA NS a v P ERTERLTWLHL
ol

Z 2 - 72D H 1990-91 FE DB R E. BRIRST
»H%,

B EREDIE - 7RI BRICHPAWm IR e 2o T
72 WHRZDREIHICH o 72 b 0D EEZHHIXIIIETES
—HTA T I7HEOBEZTIE L, 222 bOLTIRAL
BNA 2L Y 2— FDEDICHARZWDR S SH)
EITRETH-7200? KHMOEHERETIEEAE DV
REETHIEBERFDOZ U z— MICEHOMIEI»NTE
D, 199048 H 10 HICWXRBRAT 7 7TEHMEEL A 1
TH»N. 452D
79z — MR L,
7 7 7EREDIRE R
B 7 HH ORI
) LTw3, HEY
fRENX 11 ARICIEEHE
ES NI WAR SRt T
FAR L 7=,

BREIZIH S DIz
HARIC o THIEIER
BRAHETHo21TT
TH5, FEHEED
BT oHAR, HXKIE
YieH 2 HARDLEHE,

118298, EERREERRIS7ICHL
I7T—bhSDHBZRIREBOBELLT,
1991 £1 8 15 AZHRICHSD BB ELTFEZ
TETZERZE5XBEFR LORNTERBRDRE
(678 RiR) ZEMSHTIRIRL

(1990 £ 11 A 30 BfIHBE#HE - FF)

On November 29, the United Nations

Security Council adopted the resolution 678 \ 37 HEI T BF
which virtually allowed use of force and all .
necessary measures to urge Iraq to withdraw féﬂ% W05 % AR tﬁﬁ

from Kuwait with final deadline of January

15, 1991. (November 30, 1990 evening in the % % ‘fﬁ‘*@ El"]’ K"‘_:'EEE
Chunichi Shimbun) TARETHoTz, L
THAOEEZ BANICIRE I RETHo %, LRLHA
F. HFNC, HARDZESBOBERE . AWEBOZE, FA
AD FEME ORDIRESEOMRELZ MR ko7,
RHERKEHARDBE G NT L E 7, K#EXT TH
ROLZRIFZHRD | G L THRODEZHED AT
b, TRVADBEDONIEEZT R AZYITFE, £E-
NEW2 00?7 etz e 2 BN TREL R,

EONT=REZLDHEL.ERB DRSS
G RIXB R T HAD A ERM O Kk 0w 5
HBIZBREEAPRELTLES L E, TZOFEETIER. H
ARFMHROMBICR 2 L EEEEIIV R EL TY
%, L THEHTRPBNOWTEBICETIELED
MRV 2 BAD BFBRITBMEIRETDH - 72, 1991 4F 4
HDOZ e THb, 7V z— b IDBRDNLDHIHTHIZ
L7HOMEE T HARNEEEDOETH - 7=,

1992 4F 6 A IEEFERIMERTE B i S ik o3 tilE S, [H
Y I FSERI D 72 DN E BRI R RS L5127 -
2o AVRI T, BV IYE—2, II7VEE. HT4E—IL,

Arab Middle East war made Japan keenly aware of the ne-
cessity for the diversification of source nations for crude
oil and alternative energy sources other than oil. Japan
overcame the oil crisis through its energy mix policy.

Then the Gulf Crisis and the Gulf War broke out
in 1990-91.

By the time the Gulf War broke out, the Cold War
had already ended. Despite the post-Cold War turmoil,
the UN Security Council almost unanimously adopted
the resolution demanding the withdrawal of Iraqi troops.
What should Japan have done for Kuwait against Iraq,
which refused to withdraw despite the resolution? Ku-
wait in the Gulf, a country that can be said to be a bene-
factor in Japan’s self-development of crude oil, was at the
brink of destruction. On August 10, 1990, the emergen-
cy Arab Summit meeting was held in Cairo, and “adopt-
ed seven resolutions including the dispatch of the Arab
Joint Forces, against Iraqi invasion of Kuwait”. The UN
Security Council adopted a resolution which virtually al-
lowed use of force at the end of November.

The Gulf Crisis must have been a life or death emer-
gency for Japan as well. From the perspective of Japan
which respects the United Nations, and Japan’s role in
the Japan-US alliance, Japan should have expressed a
clear stance toward the Gulf crisis. And the role of Ja-
pan should have been set forth concretely. However, Ja-
pan gave the world the impression that Japan’s attitude
was ambiguous, lacks contribution of human resources
and ‘aggressiveness’ for peace. The prestige of Japan, an
economic powerhouse, has been damaged. It should not
be forgotten that the criticism of “Japan’s free riding on
security” erupted in the US Congress and some voiced
criticism asking, “Is any one of the Japanese parliamen-
tarians saying that he will help the United States when
the United States is attacked?”.

Now that Japan regained lost prestige
and reached a critical moment

The late Kaoru Yosano recalled that when the Gulf
War ended before Japan could make a human contribution
in the Gulf Crisis, he felt a sense of crisis, saying, “If noth-
ing is done, Japan will become an orphan in the world.”
Then, it was the dispatch of the Self-Defense Forces mine-
sweeper to the Persian Gulf that he implemented imme-
diately after he came up with the idea. It was April 1991.
The Japanese flags and the Japanese Self-Defense Forces
were visible to the people of the Gulf including Kuwait.

The United Nations Peace Keeping Cooperation
Law was enacted in June 1992, and it has become pos-
sible to make efforts for world peace together with the
United Nations through contribution of human resourc-
es. Japan built up the track record of international con-
tributions through operations in Cambodia, Mozambique,
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Dispatch of Self-Defense Forces to the Indian Ocean: Dispatch of Maritime Self-
Defense Force supply ships and escort ships from 2001 to January 15, 2010.
Venue security activities and refueling activities in the Indian Ocean based on
the Terrorism Special Measures Law with validity period limited. (The photo is
from the Mainichi Shimbun, July 19,2009 issue)
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Golan Heights, East Timor, and supply materials trans-
portation activities for the relief of Rwandan refugees as
Japan-initiated humanitarian international relief oper-
ation based on PKO. The evaluation of an international
cooperation policy of Japan was established in 10 years.

After the terrorist attacks on the United States on
September 11, 2001, Japan responded to President George
W. Bush’s “War on Terror” with the Terrorism Special Mea-
sures Law. Japan then responded to the subsequent 2003
Iraq War with the Iraq Special Measures Law.

Dispatch of Self-Defense Forces to the Indian Ocean:
Dispatch of Maritime Self-Defense Force supply ships and
escort ships from 2001 to
January 15, 2010. Ven-
ue security activities and
refueling activities in the
Indian Ocean based on
the Terrorism Special
Measures Law with va-
lidity period limited.
(The photo is from the
Mainichi Shimbun, Ju-
ly 19, 2009 issue)
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‘Free and open Indo-Pacific’ appealed
over 30 years of history

At the time of the Great East Japan Earthquake,
Japan received “heartfelt donations” from all over the
world. Not only that, the United States has conducted Op-
eration Tomodachi. Furthermore, a special medical team
of more than 50 medical personnel was sent from Israel
which is far away.

The second Abe Cabinet, which was established
one and a half years after the Great Earthquake, set out
proactive peace diplomacy toward the world under the
turmoil and negative circumstances of Japan. The ‘pro-
active’ peace diplomacy was set out on the foundation of
Japanese efforts for international contribution including
Self-Defense Forces’ efforts for peace towards the world
over 20 years after the Gulf War.

Japan is peaceful under the umbrella of the Ja-
pan-US Security Treaty, and to what extent does Japan
share the role of the umbrella itself? How is Japan going
to share it? In other words, the “proactive engagement”
aspect of Japan’s pacifism was being questioned.

Abe diplomacy responded by advocating the diplo-
macy of ‘proactive engagement’ for peace and advocat-
ing the ‘free and open Indo-Pacific’ concept. The world
is understanding and accepting Japan’s vision. The di-
plomacy and security advocated by Japan was able to re-
ceive worldwide support because such historical efforts
and consistent pacifism were recognized. (April 24, 2021)
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