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Free and Open Indo-Pacific
Initiative and Afghan Problems

By lkuzo Kobayashi, President of Salaam Association
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heavenly fortune which Prime Minis-
ter Abe has boldly opened up mani-
fested as the Indo-Pacific Initiative,

: "‘\’?ﬂ.,._ z %7z which extends to India, the Arabian

Sea, and the east coast of Africa. This
Japan-originated concept, which calls
for freedom, mutually beneficial pros-
perity based on coexistence and co-
prosperity, and peace based on the
rule of law, has now been accepted
worldwide.

During the seven years and
eight months of the Abe adminis-
tration, which has maintained a mutually beneficial
stance of respecting the position of the other party
without giving priority to its own economic and polit-
ical interests, Japan has earned the trust and reputa-
tion of the world as an unchanging peaceful nation.

However, navigation on the high seas is prone
to maritime accidents caused by natural causes such
as weather changes, tectonic movements caused by
earthquakes and volcanic activities, and geograph-
ical choke points. In addition, there are man-made
crises caused by piracy, terrorism, and the political,
military, diplomatic, and economic situations of the
region surrounding the navigation route.

Furthermore, China’s rule of law by force has
emerged as a security threat to navigation on the
high seas. And then there is the problem of the Tali-
ban’s interim government, which has arisen as a re-
sult of the withdrawal of US troops from Afghanistan.
What role should Japan play to prevent Afghanistan
from becoming a hotbed of terrorism? Expectations
of Japan for peace and the ‘proactive’ responsibil-
ity it should fulfill are expected to become greater
and greater.
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Specific examples of Japan's efforts to realize FOIP
(Free and Open Indo-Pacific Initiative)

Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan website, Foreign Policy, March 2021
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Crude Oil Imports and Ja-
pan’s Energy

Since 1960, Japan has depended on
crude oil imports from the Middle East
for its primary energy needs. This sup-
ply of crude oil has supported Japanese
industry. Within a few years, in terms of
the amount of the primary energy sup-
ply, the supply of oil-fired thermal power
generation became greater than that of
hydroelectric power generation due to the
supply of inexpensive crude oil from oil
fields independently developed by Ara-
bian Oil, known as Hinomaru Oil. The
stable supply of crude oil contributed to
the development of industry as a whole,
using the oil-fired thermal power gener-
ation as the power source. The oil shocks
of 1973 and 1979 were overcome by reduc-

ing dependence on the Middle East for crude oil imports
and by reducing the share of oil in primary energy supply.
In the 1980s, the reduction of CO2 emissions to

¥ Tl x ¥ —HE 2020))

Trends in domestic supply of primary energy
(Source: “Energy White Paper 2020”, Agency for Natural Resources and Energy, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry)
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Comparing 1973 and 1987, the volume of crude oil imports decreased from
5 million barrels per day to 3.2 million barrels per day, and the dependence
on the Middle East decreased from 77.5% to 67.9%. Next, the graph on
the left shows that nuclear power, natural gas, and coal were promoted
as alternatives to oil, and the development of new energy sources was
accelerated from the situation where 75.5% of domestic primary energy
supply was dependent on oil in Fiscal Year 1973. As a result, the share of
oil in the domestic supply of primary energy has been significantly reduced
to 40.3% in Fiscal Year 2010.

(Excerpt from an interview with Kunio Katakura, "Peace in the Middle East
and Japan," Salaam Quarterly, No. 38, p. 4)
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prevent global warming became a global issue, and clean
energy sources were sought for both nuclear and renew-
able power generation.

In proportion to industrial development, the de-
mand for electricity has increased, and nuclear power
has steadily expanded to cover that demand. Until the
accident at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant
caused by the Great East Japan Earthquake on March 11,
2011, nuclear power accounted for 31% of the base pow-
er supply. (Incidentally, oil-fired power generation ac-
counted for 8.3%, LNG power generation 27.2%, hydro-
electric power generation 8.7%, and new energy power
generation 1.2%. )

Zero nuclear power generation is an un-
founded goal and will lead to increase
of household electricity prices and de-
cline of industrial competitiveness

This was the situation at the time of the general
election 10 years ago, when the public was allergic to nu-
clear power and the chorus of “zero” nuclear power was
heard after the nuclear accident. These factors pushed
nuclear power generation to near zero. But the results of
the election showed that the people did not choose zero
nuclear power generation. This is because they realized
that zero nuclear power generation is an unfounded goal
which would raise the cost of electricity for households
and reduce the competitiveness of industry. Today, ten
years have passed since then, and the Cabinet is about to
approve the Basic Energy Plan for the next three years. It
is time to put small nuclear power plants (including thori-
um plants), which are safe and cost-effective, on the dis-
cussion table and come up with a serious nuclear power
policy. (refer next page)

The Unchanging Importance of Middle
East Crude Oil

Please see “Japan’s Fossil Fuel Import Sources
(2019)” on page 5. This pie chart shows the import sourc-
es of three fossil fuels that are important to Japan’s ener-
gy policy from the perspective of CO2 reduction. To put
it bluntly, coal and LNG can be covered by imports from
Asia, but oil cannot be covered by imports from countries
outside the Middle East. Therefore, Middle East crude oil
is the backbone of our energy policy, and its importance
remains unchanged. And the safety of Indo-Pacific ship-
ping from the Middle East to Japan remains important.
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Reactor in the First Atomic Energy Age
=Solid Fuel Reactor/Uranium Fuel Reactor
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Reactor in the Second Atomic Energy Age
= Liquid Fuel Reactor/Thorium Fuel Reactor

B2 LIERIR R

72 > Plutonium + U238 (MOX fuel)

k1) 77 Ly Plutonium (+ trans-uranium element)

IR | BRRE - S D (RBRRE) SERIRIAIE - MEEL L (TRAE)
Nuclear fuel Solid fuel/fuel rod No molten salt liquid fuel/fuel rod
(regular replacement required) (no replacement required)
BRUEREMRE D SHIM Z RS
7K /Water —
Molten salt liquid fuel also serves as coolant
A
Coolant BE (BESRE) B EDREME IR B
High pressure Liquid fuel at atmospheric pressure circulates
(high pressure container required) in the reactor
it 73 100 75 kWEAE (KELF) 20 FKWILT (INELF)
Pu&rgggﬁmg 0.3 tons/year/1 million kW 0.2 tons/year/200,000 kW
Tt RENEBHE - BEHEM FRIBNICEZ S - EEEM
Safety measures required Safe in principle
S /Structural complexity /Simple structure
VA B TIENE BRI RS
Nuclear fuel

reprocessing

Reprocessing plant required

No reprocessing plant required

HREIX

Power
generation
cost

158,/ kWh (FHROBE
15 JPY/kWh (when newly installed)

10,/ kWh (B&E)
10 JPY/kWh (restart)

5,/ kWhIY{T
5 JPY/kWh or less

FHH>—L 36 52021 F 2 BES E_0RFARKOMZENITLARIER (B MUOLT YOV )a—2 3 BERERLEsD
From the article "Thorium Molten Salt Reactors That Open the Gate to the Second Atomic Energy Age" by Yutaka Takahashi,
Thorium Tech Solution Inc. in the February 2021 Spring issue of Salaam Quarterly No. 36
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Sources of Japan's fossil fuel imports (2019)

Total imports: approximately 1.09 billion barrels Dependence on the Middle East: 88%
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Degree of dependence on
overseas crude oil: 99.7%

Degree of dependence on
overseas LNG: 97.7%

Degree of dependence on
overseas coal: 99.5%
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Source: Japan's Energy 2020, Agency for Natural Resources and Energy,
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry
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Japan's responsibility for the 'Free and
Open Indo-Pacific’ Initiative increased
with the withdrawal of US troops from
Afghanistan

When I saw the news that the Taliban had taken
control of Kabul in an offensive against the former gov-
ernment triggered by the withdrawal of U.S. troops, the
first thing that came to mind was Japan's refueling ac-
tivities in the Indian Ocean.

This thought was triggered by the fear that the
resurrection of the Taliban regime will once again lead
to the spread of terrorist activities by Islamic extremists
into the Indian Ocean and the Arabian Sea, which will
lead to an increase in piracy. Of course, I hope that such
fear turns out to be unfounded.

Over the past 20 years, Al-Qaeda and other Islamic
extremist groups such as ISIS (Islamic State) have been
largely defeated, Muslims' fervor for jihadists as their
heroes has cooled, and sympathy for the anti-American
sentiment fostered by Islamists has diminished. So there
is no going back 20 years, and the world's support for Af-
ghanistan has not been in vain. However, if all countries
have the same desire to see their efforts bear better re-
sults, then Japan is not an exception.

When we look back, it is important for Japan to "an
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Dispatch of Self-Defense Forces to the Indian Ocean: Dispatch of Maritime Self-
Defense Force supply ships and escort ships from 2001 to January 15, 2010.
Venue security activities and refueling activities in the Indian Ocean based on
the Terrorism Special Measures Law with validity period limited. (The photo is
from the Mainichi Shimbun, July 19,2009 issue)
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nounce to the world that it will take the lead in promoting
the 'Free and Open Indo-Pacific' initiative that originat-
ed in Japan. It is essential for the world to see that we do
what we say we will do. It will also serve as a deterrent to
China, which is planning to change the status quo by force.
The reason for this is that quite a few countries have be-
gun to question China's economic diplomacy with its One
Belt One Road initiative, and even many of the countries
that have agreed to the plan have concerns about it. The
invitation to join the One Belt One Road initiative is being
extended to Afghanistan, and Chinese financial support
must be attractive to the Taliban, which is struggling to
finance its government.

Japan should pro- {j
vide financial assistance xR
based on the promise g

L

that the Taliban regime
will make a clear break
with Al-Qaeda and IS-
K. Wasting money in the
name of humanitarian-

%y
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ism is a waste of taxpayer
money. This can be done
through cooperation and
collaboration with the
international commu-
nity. In any case, Japan
should take a step or two
further in its peacekeep-
ing operations in terms
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#HHAHK 2021 F£1082H
Sekai Nippo, October 2, 2021

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (right)
and Islamist group Taliban’ s leader Abdul
Ghani Baradar before their meeting in

. . . Tianjin on July 28 (Reuters-Jiji Press
of financial assistance ! y28( ! )

and sea lane security.

Japan’s Connectivity Initiative
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